At all times, but especially in the present season of the year, when Nature is clothed in her loveliest garb, and invites the most thoughtless and ignorant to the contemplation of her treasures, it is our delight to study Botany; to leave for a time the filth of the dissecting room, the closeness of the laboratory, or the fatigues of actual practice, and roam at liberty over hill and dale, admiring the beauties and wonders of the vegetable world, gathering the choicest specimens, and afterwards carefully preparing them for the herbarium. Were the medical profession sufficiently impressed with the interest, and, we may add, importance of botanical science ; could every young member of it, before he engages in the turmoils and anxieties of busy life, taste of the pleasing delights which its votaries enjoy, and could they, while yet at the lecture-room, foresee the varied situations in which they might afterwards be placed, situations in which the medical man is continu-C c 2
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[Oct. 1 ally made the referee upon any dispute, or regarded as the expounder of any difficulty, we doubt not that much more attention would be paid to the acquisition of the knowledge of plants than has hitherto been; and no argument or persuasion be necessary to prompt and stimulate him to its study and pursuit. v We are well aware that a very common opinion prevailing is that this department of natural history is trifling and unimportant; that the objects of its research, though beautiful, are to a very limited extent of much utility, especially in the present day, when we have a sufficient number of officinal herbs, if we only knew how to use them ; that the details of classification and arrangement are most absurdly tedious and perplexing, and require so much time, as to withdraw the attention from objects of more direct practical consequence. That difficulties must be encountered, and overcome; that uncertainties not unfrequently arise, and that very considerable leisure and patience must be devoted to the study, at least when it is first entered upon, we do not deny; but these are objections, if objections they can be called, not peculiar to botany, but to every branch of science; the threshhold is seldom very inviting; the steps which lead up to the porch may be many and wearisome to mount, and when we reach the vestibule we may feel ourselves lost, as it were, in the amazing extent, and vast dominions of the temple; but every advance we make will render our future efforts more easy, and what would have been fatiguing at first, will soon be felt as light and pleasant; for we gain strength as we go on, and the capacities of our minds become more exalted and amplified. We doubt not but that the mighty mind of Linnseus, when engaged in his great enterprise of classifying the infinitude of Nature's works, was much less oppressed with his labours than the young student when he first endeavours to ascertain the genus of a plant. But we shall revert to this subject, and shew that botany, if properly studied, is of all sciences one of the most easy of acquisition, as well as one of the most delightful in its rewards; and in the mean time we shall take our stand in defence of this favourite pursuit on a different and more worthy ground, and we shall appeal to the better and more generous principles of youthful aspirants to medical fame ; we shall view the subject, not merely in regard to the difficulties which may attend its acquisition, or to the immediate and visibly obvious importance of its details, but as it is calculated to improve, and embellish the minds of our professional brethren.
For, alas ! in the present day, and especially in this great metropolis, the name and character of a surgeon and physician are sadly degraded ; too often are they associated with the ideas of chicanery, and subserviency; and little wonder is it when we consider that such a large portion are on a level with petty traders, and sneaking shop-keepers. Medicine Datura Stramonium.
